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praise to cur king, sing praise;' and let us put to our high Amen 9

Selah, to all these excellent songs that sound upon the harp, on

the sea of glass, when all cur harps shall be put to sing that me-
lodious song. Amen,

SERMON VI.

IsA. lxv. 1.—7 said. Behold me, Behold me, unto a nation thai

was not called by my name.

VV E told you that Christ was presenting a great desire to you;

and is there none of you presenting a desire to Christ? I shall

tell you two great desires to present to Christ.

The Jirst great desire that ye ought to present to him, should

be this, * Lord Jesus, help me to receive my sight? That the eyes

of him that is blind may behold him.' And there is,

A second great desire that ye ought to present to him, and
that is in Psalm xiii. 3. c Enlighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the

sleep of death.' I would give you the advice that Abimelech gave

to Abraham, c let Christ be the covering of your eyes, amongst
whom you converse/ I would say but this one thing, Christ is

willing to satisfy all your senses: will ye come? Will ye have the

sense of sight satisfied? Does not Christ invite you in the text,

Behold me? Would you have the sense of tasting satisfied? Is

not this commanded in Psalm xxxiv. 8. 'O taste and see that

the Lord is good?* Would ye have the sense of hearing satisfied?

Is it not his command, 4 Hear my Son and his gospel?' Would
ye have the sense of touching satisfied? Is it not his great com-
mand to Thomas, John xx 27. i Come and reach thy hand into

my side?' And would ye have the sense of smelling satisfied?
1 Come to him that is perfumed with all the powders of the mer-
chants.' I do think, the most part of us shall die strangers to

Christ. I think, if we would ask the angels, what is Christ? They
would say this, they could not tell. All the saints about the

throne would say so. And all that have tasted of the sweet-

ness of Christ, ask all of them, what is his sweetness worth?

They would say, they could not tell. Would ye ask at the depth, as

Job xxviii. 14*. it would say, the price of Christ is not in me. Yea,

let all the gold that lies in the bowels of the earth, say, it could

not buy Christ, and all the depth say so. Wherewith then

could ye buy him? I say, with one look ye shall get Christ.

Now, in the forenoon, we spake a little to the first thing in

the words, which is that great command given to the Gentiles,

which is this, Behold me. O wonder that ever there should have

been such a word! What would ye have thought, if all that is
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in this book had been in this frame, c Cursed be he that conti-
nueth not in ail things that are written in the book of the law?*
What if all had been like that in the twenty-eighth of Deutero-
nomy, and twenty-sixth of Leviticus? Angels wonder that ever
there was such a command: and all the saints that are about the
throne wonder; and let all that are here wonder, that ever there
was such a command.

I have some things to add upon this command. I shall speak
to two or three things.

The^first thing is, to point out a little the difference of the
look of Christ that the saints have above, and that which is here.

We are calling you to behold Christ; but they that are in hea-
ven have another look. I shall point out these eight or- nine dif-

ferences.

The First difference is, that look we have of Christ here, it is

but a mediate look; but that which the saints have above, is im-
mediate. Here we behold him but through the vail, through the

dark vail of duties, and ordinances, and promises, and dispen-

sations. O! but behold, above we shall have an immediate look:

there shall not any thing intervene betwixt Christ and the soul:

there shall be a naked and immediate embracement ofthe Son of

God/ And we think, these that have seen him through the vail,

will be longing when they shall have these immediate , looks of

him, when all these vails that are betwixt you and Christ shall

be rent from top to bottom. Are ye not longing and groaning

for that day, when ye shall behold him in glory?

The second difference is, that look we have here doth admit

of interruption; but that which they have above, shall have no
interruption in it: there is no cloud, no night, no desertion there.

There are no such complaints in heaven as thk. ( Why hidest

thou thy face?' Or as that, f It is thirty days since I did behold

the king, and I have lived two years in Jerusalem, and have not

seen the king's face/ O that look that shall admit of no inter-

ruption! It is an endless look that the saints shall have above.

And trunk ye not that the naming of our looks to Christ should

make us lock and long for that day?

The third difference is, that look which we have here, may be

abused; but that which is above, cannot: here a Christian may
abuse his look to Christ, through the pride of life. O! there is

no abusing of that spotless look that ye will get of Christ above.

Thefourth difference is, that look which we have here, is but

a beholding his back parts; but there we shall behold his face-

Here we but see, as it were, c the skirts of his garments, but there

:all see him face to face.' And is not that a great difference?

tjtfth difference is, that look which a Christian hath here#
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doth not complete his joy? As long as he is here he is spending

his life in bitterness. Would ye know the first day that a Christian

hath his joy complete? It is in a blessed morning of the resurrec-

tion; * when I awake I shall see thy joy, saith David.' O what joy

the Christian shall have when Christ and he meet together, and
he shall take the Christian in his arms, and say, Welcome, O
friend, even in that day when Christ and he shall meet together

in the streets of the new Jerusalem!

The sixth difference is, that look which the Christian hath here

doth not complete his conformity to Christ; O but the look we
have above doth abundantly complete our conformity to him!

Know ye not that word? 1 John iii. 2. c It doth not yet appear

what we shall be: but we know, that when he shall appear, we
shall be like him:' why so? for we shall see him as he is.' That
look of him as he is, makes a complete conformity betwixt Christ

and the soul. But all these looks that we have here, do not

complete our conformity. We must go to heaven trailing a body
of death. But the time approaches, when we shall take our

everlasting farewel of all our lusts and idols; and shall say, fare-

wel with all our hearts, we shall never meet again.

The seventh difference is, that look of Christ which we have

here, doth not complete our grace; but that which we shall have
above, shall complete all our graces, shall not love be complete,

when we shall get our look of Christ above, and joy complete?

O then, that which is in part shall be done away, when that

which is perfect is come. O Christians! what a day shall it be,

when faith shall say to love, I give my place to thee; and sight

and love shall be the eternal company of the Christian?

The eighth difference is, that look that the Christian has here
is not perfect in its degrees: when we shall be able to behold
Christ, and shall fall into a sight of him: when we shall first see

the Lord, we shall begin a song that shall never have an end.

It is an endless look, a satisfying look, a soul-refreshing look.

There is no work so much as this in heaven. Would you know
what the saints in heaven are doing? They are said to be full of

eyes, and not of tongues, for this reason, because they are more
taken up with looking, than speaking, more in wondering, than
expression; therefore it is, that they are said to have many eyes,

and but one tongue.

The last difference is, that look of Christ that we have here, is

but the look of an unknown Christ, of a strange Christ, of an un-
conceived Christ: but then we shall have a look of a known
Christ, of a naked Christ, of a Christ that shall be well taken up,

and understood. These are the differences betwixt the looks

here, and the looks that are above, when shall it be that the ex-

ercise oi heaven and earth shall be all one?

* S
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When ye shall be looking to Christ here, these two things

shall be taken away, some objections of those who think they
have never looked to Christ.

The Jirst objection. O, say some, I have never looked to

Christ, because I know not the duty; and some folks can neither

tell the time nor place when they have looked to Christ.

I womld say these four things to them.

Fir$ty There are few that win that length, John ix. 25.

* Whereas I was blind, now I see/ You can say, " Though I

" know not the time and place, yet, sure I am, I see these things
" that were hid from mine eyes before." I would say,

Secondly* It is not, may be, for your advantage to know the

time that Christ keepeth in his own hand. It is not always for

your advantage to know the times.

Thirdly, It is not absolutely necessary for a Christian to know
the time when Christ and he first met. There are some that have

met with Christ, and they neither knew the time nor place, nor

the first discourse that past betwixt Christ agd them.

Fourthly) what knowest thou, but he hath stoled away thy
heart?

The second objection. I know not if I have looked to him; but

since I began to look to him, c my bands are strong.'

I would say these three things to that person, first. Do not

cast off thy faith because of that, nor dispute thy love; because

there is nothing more ordinary to a Christian than this, to have

the spirit under bonds, Heb. x. 32. " But call to remembrance
the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endur-

ed a great fight of afflictions." I say, secondly. The best way to

win above these bands is, not to reject thy faith, but to hold it

fast. It is a poor thing in Christians, whenever they lose their

feet, they let their hands go; when they begin to misbelieve,

they run to the land of the living. I say, thirdly^ comfort thy-

self, the day of the liberty of the sons of God is coming, when
these bands shall be taken off thee, when it shall be said, O pri-

soner! come out. *

Th&third objection. Some, I say, want these great attendances

of the Christian: and I say that Psalm xcvii. 11. ' Light is sown
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.' Thy light

and thy joy may be under ground until both appear together.

1. I say, may be Christ is trying the reality of thy faith, whe-
ther thou lovest him rather than sense or sign. I will tell you

what it speaks in Christians, if they get not all they sought for

when they began with Christ, then they reject all: the reason

is, many think more of sense than of Christ: yea, many profes-

sors think more of knowledge than of Christ. And I will say this
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also, Christ is, may be, learning thee to love him more by faith

than by sense.

Thefourth objection. O, says some, I cannot pray, I never

go to prayer but my tongue is still.

I would not have you mistake; for there is a threefold silence

a Christian may have in prayer, and ye may have greater liberty

in them, than ye would speak like an angel.

First, There is one, when he is most enjoying of God, then

the heart is enlarged with love; prayer has little upon the ton-

gue that they can speak. Think ye, Daniel was straitened, when
he saw the angel, and stood trembling; and John in revelation,

when he fell dead at Christ's feet? Know ye not how a Christi-

an, through a sight of Christ in prayer, we will leave off speak-

ing, and wonder? A Christian sometimes will not get his enlarge-

ment expressed.

Secondly, It i§ divine silence, when he has a deep impression

of God's greatness, and his own sinfulness: a Christian is never

more enlarged, th^n when he cannot speak one word but that.

Psalm, lxxvii. 4. « Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so trou-

bled, that I cannot speak.' When his heart writ uncleanness a-

gainst himself, and his tongue could not speak: sometimes his

guilt seemed staring him in the face, that he was stricken with

dumbness and could not speak one word. Ye would know, some-

times* Christians cannot speak their confession to God, they

must roar. Then they are so put xto it sometimes, that put a

spear to their heart they cannot speak one word. Know ye that

word of David, Psalm xxxviii. S. < I have roared all the day long,

by reason of the disquietness of my heart/

Thirdly, Silence, when a Christian is going to commend Christ,

and, as it were, so silent a discovery of Christ let out on him,

that he charges himself with presumption. Shall I speak, we are

never put to question Christ thus, shall I pray? Know it, there

Is more expression in a little whiles wondering, than in ten hours

praying. There is, I confess, a silence that proceeds from a

spirit of bondage; and, I think, a look of Christ is the best way
to help it. I tell you, if'yeur tongues speak no more than your

hearts think, they will be oftentimes short. There are some
folks prayers, that are nothing but a lying to the Holy Ghost,

and in their prayers and confessions they lie, and their desires

they care no more for them, than the dirt under their feet. It

is a wonder we are not stricken dead in prayer, both ministers

professors. It is strange that Annanias and Sapphira were
stricken dead for one lie, znd we are not for so many; yea, may
be, for fifteen lies in one prayer. Will ye examine yours: .

ristians! before whom ye speak*
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The fifth objection. Says the Christian, if ever I had looked
to Christ, I would have had some desires to him; for, no doubt,
they will be looking for these immediate looks of Christ. I

wor 1 ! say these five things.

First) There may be some Christians that may have ten desires

for death, when not one desire for heaven: for thou may desire

in reality death oftner in ten days, than thou wilt desire heaven
in a month. And what is the reason of it? It is not from our
hope, but from the cersedness of cur heart, as Jonah desired ra-

ther to die than to live; it was not for heaven he did it, but from
the corruption of his heart, being disappointed by God.
The second thing I would say is, one may have forty desires

for death, when not one for the death of sin. Ye should de-

sire the death of the body of death more.

Thirdlyf I think, a Christian may long to go away, and so to

get his pass.

Fourthly> I intreat you, Christians, when you get a look of
Christ, study to improve it. Would ye know what makes the

Christian long so little? He doth not improve his looks to Christ.

Fifthly) I confess, I think it no wonder that Christians long not

for a look of Christ; were ye never put to these three things?

First) O time, time, that passeth not away to let eternity come!
Were ye never put to that, that ye would be content to shake
the glass of your time, to win to eternity? That if it were in

your own hand, ye would not lay it down upon the side, that

it might not run, but would shake it? Secondly) And were ye
never put to that, to long for your light, * Arise, my dove, my
love, for your winter is past?* Thirdly) Were ye never like Si-

sera's mother, looking out at her windows, and saying, f Why
stays his chariots so long?' And when death comes, ye would
take it in your arms, and say, Welcome, O friend? Know ye
not what death is to a Christian? It is the putting off of your

burdens: the day of death to all your sorrows, to all your ini-

quities, and to all your idols, to all your anxieties; it is the

door whereby you must enter into all good eternally; and it is

like Joseph's chariot, which was sent to bring Jacob down into

Egypt? Where is your heart, O Christians? Ought it not to be up
in heaven? Where is your faith? Is it not there? I have but two
or three things to persuade you to give Christ one look. First*

I have nothing in commission but this, now, what will ye send

me away with? Will ye send me away with a blank? O that

this congregation, that is much destitute of knowledge, would
begin this night! For I defy all the ministers of the world to as-

sure you that ye shall live to look to him to-morrow; therefore

look to him to-day. Secondly, What know you, but one ofyou
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may break your necfc? What do 70U know, but that may be said

this night, c Rise, undervalues of the gospel, and of the Sou of

God, and give an account in -judgment?' What would you say,

if that voice were heard this night? And what do you know, but

it will be? With what countenance would ye look Christ in the

face? Ye would desire, that ye were grinded in pieces. Thirdly*

I say, this night, this very night, will ye be content to take him?

What arguments can be used more to persuade you? Is there

any argument under heaven that can persuade you to take any

thing, that is not to persuade you to take him! O you despisers

and slighters of the Son of God! I charge you, as ye will answer

one day, to take him; and beware that that word shall not come
upon you, * his blood be upon us, and our children.' And know
ye this, that the curses of one side of this book, are able to smo-
ther ten thousand worlds? What will ye think then, when all

the curses here from the revelations light? Where shall ye flee

in that day, when all that is in the twenty-eighth of Deuterono-

my, and twenty-sixth of Leviticus, shall light upon you, and

there shall be no redemption? Is there any redemption where
Christ turns to be the party? Therefore I say,thisnight look to the

Son of God. Is it no matter wherein ye trifle over your time?

I say, be serious in this thy day. Old men, what say ye to it, ye

that are near your graves? I would say this, c I set life and death

before you,' which will ye refuse or choose? It is Christ that is

offered to you. Know this, that be what ye will, sirs, that are

slighters of the gospel, that word in Isa. ixv. I. shall gnaw your
consciences, ye shall remember that day when ye shall be crying

for mercy, and ye shall cry out, where the slighter of the gos-

pel? Ye shall never any more have another offer. The day was
when I was bidden take Christ, and give him one look} and
therefore before ye go, close the bargain this night. Ye know
not if ever Christ shall come again, and send his message to

invite you to take him. So again what is your last report? speak

to him, for ye know net but they may be his last words; let us

therefore be intreated now to take him. Cursed be the person

that will never see him all their days. It had been better ye had
never heard a word of him. O! shall Christ in his face, and in

his beauty, and in ail the excellent offers of heaven, be slighted?

Now, know ye, the day is approaching, that thou shalt wish
thou had never heard tell of him, that thou had never bee$
born. You slighters of the great salvation, ye shall cry out, « O
that I had never had been born!' Therefore, I say, seeing Christ

is in your offer, take him, and take instruments in heaven, lhat

ye shall never have another. Now, old men, will ye take in-

struments of this, ye shall never have another but Christ? Y
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,men, and young women, look to the Son of God, and it shall

be one of the days of the Son of man to you. O that look that

Christ shall give to his own children when time shall be no more,
when they shall be led with the Lamb about the rivers of living

waters! Are ye all content! Will ye say nothing against it?

Then, I say, if it be so, which I fear not, blessed be he who em-
braces the Son of God; and cursed be the man or woman which
takes him not. Since ye are standing before the mountain of
cursing or blessing, I intreat you, look to the Son of God, that

Serpent that can heal you from all your stings and iniquities.

Now, to him that can persuade you, and will one day stand to

judge you, be praise for evermore. Amen.

SERMON VII.

2 Cor. v. 10. For "joe must all stand before the judgment-seat of
Christy &c.

JlLRE it be long, that in Eccles. xii. 3. shall be made true,

* The strong man shall fail, and the keepers of the house shall

wax pale, and the strongest of men shall' return to their long

home, and time shall be no longer; and the arch-angel shall sum-
mon all families to appear before the judgment-seat, when the

sea shall render up its dead.' There shall be an innumerable

number standing before Christ, and he shall tell them all that

ever they did. And must not that be the Messiah!

There are three dark days strangers to Christ are to meet with.

The frst dark day is the day of death, when death shall sit

down upon their eye-lids; how dreadfully dark a day shall

that be?

The second dark day is, when they shall enter into everlast-

ing torments; will not that be a darkful day to the wicked; on

the doors of their orisons it shall be written, i Out of this there

;: no redemption!'

The third dark day is, when they must come to be judged be-

fore Christ.

And, on the contrary, there are three days ofjoy to the j*odly.

'1'hefrst day of joy, is the day of death, which is their co-

ion day, wherein the shadow shall fly away, ignorance,

darkness, and affliction, shall fly away, and there shall be a plea-

sant day.

The second day of joy is, when they shall enter into eternity.

the gate thereof is of God!
The third day of joy is, when they shall stand before the tri-

bunal of Christ, and meet with that blessed sentence, < Come, ys


